and female Caucasian faces and the second the male Caucasian and male African American faces 2 . Faces were cropped of hair, set to gray scale, and dropped in a gray background 187 x 240 pixels in size. Both tasks comprised 96 trials and faces were presented centered in three blocks of 32 trials on a CRT monitor with a resolution of 1024 x 768 pixels and an 85 Hz refresh rate. Each face was preceded by a 500 ms fixation cross and presented for 2000 ms or until a response was made by pressing the left or right shift key. Faces were presented in a random sequence with the restriction that no more than 4 consecutive faces were of the same sex/ethnicity or emotion. Match of emotion to key and task order were counterbalanced across participants and each task was preceded by 12 practice trials. Stimulus display and categorization time recording were controlled by the DMDX experimental software (Forster & Forster, 2003) .
Statistical Analyses. Categorization times and error rates were subjected to independent 2 x 2 x 2 (Task [Caucasian female vs. 
Results
The categorization times displayed in Figure 1 Three failed to complete all tasks due to experimenter error and three made more than 25% errors in at least one of the three tasks. Hugenberg (2005) proposed a similar mechanism as an explanation for the finding that, in Caucasian participants, a happy face advantage emerged for male Caucasian faces whereas the opposite pattern was found for male African American faces 4 . The negative evaluation associated with male African American faces was said to facilitate categorization of negative emotional expressions whereas the positive evaluation associated with male Caucasian faces, own race faces, was said to facilitate the categorization of the happy facial expression.
The current findings suggest that evaluation of male Caucasian faces may be task specific and relative to the other faces presented, be they African American or Caucasian (Hugenberg, 2005; Hugenberg & Sczesny, 2006) . These relative evaluations moderate the speed of categorizing emotional expressions on male Caucasian faces. This may be, as some models of social categorization and stereotyping suggest, because white males are implicitly the default in western cultures (e.g. Eagly & Kite, 1987; Zarate & Smith, 1990) . Both race and sex have been proposed as 'primitive social categories', but whether a face is categorized by race or sex may depend on the faces presented along with the male Caucasian faces. This then influences the relevant associations elicited in response to a male Caucasian face. For example, positive evaluation of male Caucasian faces may only be elicited when the race dimension is salient due to the faces being viewed among other race faces. Presenting these same male Caucasian faces 4 That the latter finding was not evident in the current study reflects the use of photographic rather than computer generated faces and the use of a larger face set (Craig, Mallan, & Lipp, 2012) 
